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SUBJECT: Revisions to Subsection 404.06, Vehicles for Transporting HMA Mixtures, of the 

2001 Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction 
 
Subsection 404.06 of the 2001 Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction has been 
revised to ensure appropriate temperature of HMA and to prevent crusting of HMA during transport. 
 
The proposed revisions will be incorporated into the Standard Specifications via SI2001E1 and SI2001M1.  The 
highlighted portion indicates the revisions.  The proposed changes to SI2001E1 are as follows: 
 
404.06  Vehicles for Transporting HMA Mixtures. 
 THE ENTIRE SUBSECTION IS CHANGED TO: 
 

The mixture shall be transported from the mixing plant to the Project in trucks equipped with tight, clean bodies, 
which may be lightly coated with a soap or lime solution, or other such non-petroleum-based release agent.  Under no 
circumstance shall a petroleum-based product be used as a release agent. 

The trucks shall be permanently equipped with an airfoil that is capable at any speed or under any weather conditions 
to deflect air over the tarp and to prevent air from going under the tarp.  The airfoil will be affixed no more than 2 feet in 
front of the tarp roll and be at least as high as the top of the tarp roll. 

Each truckload shall be covered immediately after loading at the plant with a waterproof tarpaulin of such size to 
protect the mixture from the weather.  The tarpaulin shall be able to withstand normal handling and placement temperatures 
of up to 400 ºF without endangering the structural integrity and serviceability of the fabric.  The tarpaulin shall also comply 
with one of the following: 

1. A heavyweight tarpaulin to completely drape the load.  The heavyweight tarpaulin shall have a minimum 
weight of 18 oz./yd2 and shall be a minimum of 2 feet wider and 4 feet longer than the truck body.  The 
heavyweight tarpaulin shall securely meet or overlap the top of the tailgate and be securely held in place so 
as to prevent air from lifting the tarp during transport. 

2. A tarpaulin equipped with side and back flaps sufficient to lap down outside along the sides and rear of the 
truck bed a minimum of 12 inches.  The tarpaulin shall be secured by tie downs at a maximum of 5 feet 
spacing along the sides and rear of the truck. 

The truck bodies shall be insulated or heated as necessary, to ensure delivery of the mixture at the specified 
temperature.  Any truck that: causes excessive segregation of the mixture by its suspension or other contributing factors; 
leaks; causes delays; does not have an airfoil; or does not have an approved tarpaulin shall be removed from the work until 
such conditions are corrected and the truck is presented for inspection to the Engineer.  The Engineer may require that all 
vehicles for transporting HMA mixture to be used by the contractor be made available for inspection at the plant laboratory 
prior to any shipments of materials. 

 



 
The proposed changes to SI2001M1 are as follows: 
 
404.06  Vehicles for Transporting HMA Mixtures. 
 THE ENTIRE SUBSECTION IS CHANGED TO: 
 

The mixture shall be transported from the mixing plant to the Project in trucks equipped with tight, clean bodies, 
which may be lightly coated with a soap or lime solution, or other such non-petroleum-based release agent.  Under no 
circumstance shall a petroleum-based product be used as a release agent. 

The trucks shall be permanently equipped with an airfoil that is capable at any speed or under any weather conditions 
to deflect air over the tarp and to prevent air from going under the tarp.  The airfoil will be affixed no more than 600 
millimeters in front of the tarp roll and be at least as high as the top of the tarp roll. 

Each truckload shall be covered immediately after loading at the plant with a waterproof tarpaulin of such size to 
protect the mixture from the weather.  The tarpaulin shall be able to withstand normal handling and placement temperatures 
of up to 205 ºC without endangering the structural integrity and serviceability of the fabric.  The tarpaulin shall also comply 
with one of the following: 

1. A heavyweight tarpaulin to completely drape the load.  The heavyweight tarpaulin shall have a minimum 
weight of 0.61 kg/m2 and shall be a minimum of 600 millimeters wider and 1.2 meters longer than the truck 
body.  The heavyweight tarpaulin shall securely meet or overlap the top of the tailgate and be securely held 
in place so as to prevent air from lifting the tarp during transport. 

2. A tarpaulin equipped with side and back flaps sufficient to lap down outside along the sides and rear of the 
truck bed a minimum of 300 millimeters.  The tarpaulin shall be secured by tie downs at a maximum of 1.5 
meter spacing along the sides and rear of the truck. 

The truck bodies shall be insulated or heated as necessary, to ensure delivery of the mixture at the specified 
temperature.  Any truck that: causes excessive segregation of the mixture by its suspension or other contributing factors; 
leaks; causes delays; does not have an airfoil; or does not have an approved tarpaulin shall be removed from the work until 
such conditions are corrected and the truck is presented for inspection to the Engineer.  The Engineer may require that all 
vehicles for transporting HMA mixture to be used by the contractor be made available for inspection at the plant laboratory 
prior to any shipments of materials. 
 
Instructions to Designers 
 
The above specification revision shall be included for projects requiring HMA that have been designed 
using the English or Metric 2001 Standard Specifications and are to be advertised after November 15, 
2002.  The specification revision has been incorporated in the Standard Inputs SI2001E1 and 
SI2001M1 updated as of October 28, 2002. 
 
Designers may access updated versions of the Standard Inputs SI2001E1 and SI2001M1 from the 
following New Jersey Department of Transportation Web Page: 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/cpm/StandardInputs/standardinputs.htm. 
 
Distribution and Announcement Access Information 
 
This announcement is being distributed electronically to our in-house staff and various public agencies 
based on our Standard Specifications distribution list maintained by the Engineering Documents Unit. 
 
Internet access to this BDC Announcement can be downloaded and viewed from the following New 
Jersey Department of Transportation Web Page: 
 
http://www.state.nj.us/transportation/cpm/BaselineDocuments/index1.htmlT. 
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Hard copies of this document can be acquired on a limited basis by contacting: 
 

Engineering Documents Unit 
E&O Building, 1st Floor 
1035 Parkway Avenue, PO Box 600 
Trenton, New Jersey 08625-0600 
   Phone:  (609) 530-5587 
   Fax:  (609) 530-6626 
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